AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows; 
Claims 1-13 (Canceled). 

14. (Currently Amended) A compound of the formula 




or a pharmaceutically acceptable or technically applicable salt thereof, wherein 

R"* represents hydrogen, C(i-4) alkyi, or C(m) alkoxy; 

represents hydrogen, C(i-4) alkyI, carboxyl, C(i^) alkoxycarbonyl, 
carboxamido, aryl, or hetero-aryl; 

R^ represents hydrogen, C(i^) alkyI, aryl-methylene, or aryl; 

Y is a valency bond, a straight or branched chain C(i^) alkene, a carbonyl- 
amino- C(i.4) alkene, or a -S-(CH2)m- group; 

n represents z e ro or the integer 1 ; 

m represents the integer 1 , 2, or 3; 

Q represents hydrogen, hydroxy!, or the oxygen radical (O ), or together 
with the N atom of the adjacent ring forms a +N=0 (oxoimmonium) group; 
Z represents a single or double bond; and 

wherein any or all alkene groups may be spaced by an arylene group. 

15. (Previously Presented) The compound of formula (I) or pharmaceutically 
acceptable or technically applicable salt thereof according to claim 14, wherein 
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one or more of the aryl substituents are phenyl; 

the hetero-aryl substituent is piperidine, pyrrole, or pyrrolidine; and/or 

one or more of the arylene groups are 6 or 12 membered arylene. 

16. (Currently Amended) The compound of formula (I) or pharmaceuticaliy 
acceptable or technically applicable salt thereof according to claim 14, wherein 
the compound is selected from the group consisting of 

2 (1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 tetram e thy l 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 y l ) 1H benzimidazolo 
4- oarboxy l ic ac i d amid e radica l ; 

2 (2 ,2, 5 , 5 t o tram o thyl 2,5 d i hydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl) IH b e nz i midazol e A 
carboxyl i c ac i d am i d e ; 

A {A carbamoyl 1 H benzim i dazo l 2 y l ) 1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 t e tram e thyl 
pyrrolidin e 3 carboxy l ic acid m e thyl e st e r rad i ca l v 

'I - ( d ca rb amoyl 1 f/ b e nzim i dazol 2 yl) 2,2,5,5 tetram e thyl pyn^olidin e 3 
carboxylic acid m e thyl ester -? 

2 {A bromo ! oxy l 2 , 2,5,5 t e tram e thyl 2,5 d i hydro IH pyrro l 3 y l ) M i 
benz i m i dazo le 4 carboxy li c ac i d amid e radica l ; 

2 (4 bromo 2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 2,5 d i hydro 1H pyrro l 3 yl) 1H 
b e nzimidazo le d - carboxy ll c ac i d am i d e ; 

2 (1 oxy l A ph e nyl 2,2,5,5 t e tramethy l 2,5 dihydro IH pyrrol 3 yl) 1H 
benzim i dazQ le- 4 - carboxylic ac i d am i d e rad i cal; 

2 {A ph e nyl 2,2,5,5 t e tramethy l 2,5 d i hydro 1H pyrro l 3 yl) 1H 
b e nz i m i d a z - Ql e ^ - carboxylic acid amid e ; 

2 - [1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 t o tram e thy l A (3 trifluorom e thyl phen y l) 2,5 d i hydro 1H 
pyrro l 3 y l ] 1H b e nzimidazol e A carboxy l ic acid am i do radical; 

2 [2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l A (3 tr i fluoromethy l ph e ny l ) 2,5 d i hydro 1H pyrrol 3 
yl] 1H benz i m ida zo le 4- carboxy l ic acid am i d e ; 

2 [A (1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 t e tramethy l 2 , 5 d i hydro 1H pyrro l 3 yl) ph e nyl] IH 
b e nzimidazol e 4 carboxyl i c ac i d am i d o- r a cH e a ff 

2 [A (2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl) ph e nyl] IH 
b e nzimidazo le 4 - carboxylic acid am i d e ; 
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2 (1,2,2,5,5 p e ntam e thy l 2 ,5 dihydro IH pyrro l 3 y l ) 1/7 bonzimidazol e 4 
oarboxy li o acid amid e ; 

2 (1 ac e tyl 2.2.5,5 totramothy l 2.5 d i hydro 1H pyrro l 3 y l ) 1H 
b e nzimidazo le 4 carboxylio ac i d am i d e ; 

2 (1 methoxy 2.2,5,5 t e tramothyl 2.5 dihydro 1H pyrro l 3 y l ) AH 
b e nzimidazo le 4 carboxyl i o ac i d amido r 

2 [4 (d i b e nzofuran A yl) 1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 t e tram e thyl - 2,6 dihydro 1H pyrro l 
3 yl) pheny l ] 1/7 bonzlmidazol e 4 - carboxy li o acid amid e rad i cal; 

2 ['1 (d i benzofuran 4 y l ) 2,2.5,5 t e tramethy l 2,5 dihydro 1/7 pyrrol 3 yl) 
ph e ny l ] 1/7 benzim i dazo le A oarboxy l ic acid am i d e ; 

(1 -hydroxy-2.2,6,6-tetramethyl-1 ,2,3,6-tetrahydro-pyrldin-4-yl)-1 H- 
benzimidazole 4-carboxylic acid amide; 

2-(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-1 ,2,3,6-tetrahydro-pyridin-4-yl)-1 /7-benzimidazole 4- 
carboxylic acid amide; 

2 [A (1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 tetram e thy l 2,5 d i hydro 1/7 pyrro l 3 yl m e thoxy) 
ph e nyl] 1/7 b e nzimidazo le A carboxyl i o ac i d amid e radical; 

2 - M -(2, 2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 2,5 d i hydro 1/7 pyrrol 3 yl m e thoxy) phenyl] 1H 
b e nzim i dazole 4 car bo x ylio aci d amid e ; 

2 [3 m e thoxy 4 (1 oxy l 2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 2,5 d i hydro ^H pyrrol 3 y l 
m e thoxy) pheny l ] 1 /7 - b e nzimidazol e 4 - carboxy l ic acid amid e rad i cal; 

2 [3 m e thoxy 4 (2,2,5,5 tetram e thyl 2,5 d i hydro 1/7 pyrro l 3 y l mothoxy) 
ph e ny l ] - 1/7 - b e nz i m i dazol e 4 carboxyl i o ac i d - am i d ef 

2 (5 oxyl ^,^,6,6 t e tramethyl ^,6 dihydro 5Hth ie no[2,3 cjpyrro i 2 y l ) 1H 
b e nzim i dazo l e 4 Garboxy li c acid amid e radical; 

2 (^,^,6.6 t e tram e thyl '1 ,6 dihydro 5/7 thiono[2,3 c]pyn-ol 2 y l ) 1H 
benz i m i dazo le 4 carboxyl i c ac i d am i dO r 

2 (1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 tetramothy l 2,5 dihydro 1/7 pyrro l 3 yl) 1/7 b e nz i midazo l e 
4 - carboxy ll c acid is opropy l am i d e radical; 

2 (2,2,5,5 tetramothy l 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrro l 3 y l ) 1/7 bonzlmidazol e 4 
carboxylic ac i d i sopropy l am i d e ; 
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1 (2,2,5,5 t e tramethyl 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 y[ methy l )1H b o nz i midazo l e 
d - c a rboxy li c ac i d amid e rad i c a l; 

1- (2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-1,2,3,6-tetrahydro-pyridin-4-yl)-1H-benzimidazole 4- 
carboxylic acid amide; 

2 (1 oxy l 2,2,5,5 t o tram e thyl 2,5 d i hydro IH pyrrol 3 yl m e thy l su l phany l ) 
1 H b e nzimidazo le 4 carboxy l io acid amid e rad i ca l ; 

2 (2,2,5.5 tetramethy l 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl m e thyl su l phanyl) 1H 
benzimidazo le 4 carboxy li o ac i d am i de i 

2- (1-oxyl-2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-1 ,2.3,6-tetrahvdro--0lFvdm pvridin -4-yl- 
methylsulphanyl)-1 H-benzimidazole 4-carboxylic acid amide; and 

2-(2,2,6,6-tetramethy!-1,2,3,6-tetrahydro-pyridln-4-yl-methylsulphanyl)-1H- 
benzimidazole 4-carboxylic acid amide. 

17. (Previously Presented) The compound of fomnula (1) or pharmaceutically 
acceptable or technically applicable salt thereof according to claim 14, wherein 
the salt is formed with inorganic or organic acids. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The compound of formula (I) or pharmaceutically 
acceptable or technically applicable salt thereof according to claim 14, wherein 
said salt is an oxalate, a hydrochloride, a hydrobromide, a sulphate, a phosphate, 
a phosphite, a borate, a lactate, an ascorbate, an acetate, a fumarate, a formiate, 
a tosylate, a tartarate, a maleate, a citrate, a gluconate, or a besylate. 

19. (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutical composition for the treatment of a 
disease which can b e favorab l y inf l uoncod by PARP i nh i bition and/or scav e nging 
oxidat i v e str e ss that is based on PARP activation and/or are caused by Reactive 
Oxidative Species (ROS) and Reactive Nitrogen Species (RNS) . comprising an 
effective dose of a compound of the formula 
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or a pharmaceutically acceptable or technically applicable salt thereof, wherein 
represents hydrogen, C(i^) alkyi, or C(i^) alkoxy; 
represents hydrogen, C(i^) alky), carboxyl, C(i^) alkoxycarbonyl, 
carboxamido, aryl, or hetero-aryl; 

R^ represents hydrogen, C(i^) alkyI, aryl-methylene, or aryl; 
Y is a valency bond, a straight or branched chain C(i^) alkene, a carbonyl- 
amino- C(i^) alkene, or a -S-(CH2)m- group; 
n represents zero or the integer 1 ; 
m represents the integer 1 , 2, or 3; 

Q represents hydrogen, hydroxyl, or the oxygen radical (O ), or together 
with the N atom of the adjacent ring forms a +N=0 (oxoimmonium) group; 
Z represents a single or double bond; and 

wherein any or all alkene groups may be spaced by an arylene group : and 
a pharmaceutical additive . 

20. {Previously Presented) The phannaceutical composition according to claim 
19, wherein 

one or more of the aryl substituents are phenyl; 

the hetero-aryl substituent is piperidine, pyrrole, or pyrrolidine; and/or 

one or more of the arylene groups are 6 or 12 membered arylene. 

21 . (Cun-ently Amended) The phamiaceutical composition according to claim 
19, wherein the compound is selected from the group consisting of 
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2 (1 oxy l 2,2,5,5 t e tram e thyl - 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrro l 3 yl) 1H b e nzimidazo le 
A carboxy l io acid amid e radical; 

2 (2,2,5,5 tetramotliy l 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl) 1H benzim i dazo lo 4 
carboxylio ac i d amid e ; 

A {A carbamoy l 1 H benz i mid azol 2 yl) 1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 totram e thy l 
pyrro l idine 3 oarboxyl i c acid m e thy l aster radica l ; 

^ - (^ carbamoy l 1H b e nz i m i dazol 2 y l ) 2,2,5,5 tetramothyl pyrro li din e 3 
carboxyl i o acid methy l ostor; 

2 - (4 bromo I oxy l 2,2,5,5 tetramothy l 2,5 d i hydro 1H pyrro l 3 y l ) 1H 
b e nzim i dazo l e 4 carboxylio ac i d am i d e rad i cal; 

2 (4 bromo 2,2,5,5 tetram o thy l 2,5 d i hydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl) 1H 
b e nz i midazole 4 oarboxy l ic acid amide; 

2 (1 oxyl A phony] 2,2,5,5 tetramothyl 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrro l 3 yl) 1H 
benz i midazo l e 4 carboxy li c a c i d am i d e radica l ; 

2 (4 ph e nyl 2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 2,5 d i hydro pyrro l 3 yl) 1H 
b e nzim i dazole 4 carboxy l ic ac i d amides 

2 [1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 tetram e thyl ^ (3 trifluoromethy l ph e nyl) 2,5 dihydro 1H 
pyrro l 3 y l ] IH b o nzimidazo le A carboxy l ic acid amide radica l ; 

2 [2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 4 (3 trifluorom o thyl ph e nyl) 2,5 d i hydro 1H pyrro l 3 
yl] b e nzim i dazol e A oarboxyl i c acid am i d e ; 

2 [4 (1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 y l ) ph e ny l ] IH 
b e nz i midazo l o A carboxy l ic ac i d amid e rad i ca l ; 

2 - [ 4- (2,2,5,5 t e tram e thyl 2,5 dihyd r o 1 H py rr ol 3 yl) phenyl] 1H 
b e nzim i dazol e 4 - carboxy l io a cid amid e ; 

2 (1 ,2,2,5,5 pentamothy l 2,5 d i hydro 1tf pyrrol 3 yl) b e nzimidazolo 4 
carboxyl i c acid amido; 

2 (1 ac e ty l 2,2,5,5 tetram e thy l 2,5 dihydro 1 AY pyrro l 3 y l ) 
benzim i dazole A carboxy li c acid amid e ; 

2 (1 m e thoxy 2,2,5,5 tetramothyl 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrro l 3 yl) 1H 
b e nz i m i dazol e 4 carboxylic acid amid e ; 
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2-[^ (d i b e nzofuran - ^ yl) 1-oxyl - 2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrro l 

3 yl) ph e ny l ] 1/-/ bon a m l d az Q le ^ - carboxy li c acid am i d e rad i ca l ; 

2 [ 4 (dib e nzofuran 4-yl- ) - 2,2,5,5 t e tramethyl 2,5 di l iydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl) 
ph e nyl] 1/-/ b e nzim i dazo le 4 carboxy l ic acid am i de; 

(1 -hydroxy-2,2 ,6,6-tetramethyl-1 ,2 , 3,6-tetrahydro-py ridin-4-y])- 1 H- 
benzimldazole 4-carboxylic acid amide; 

2-(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-1 ,2,3,6-tetrahydro-pyridin-4-yl)-1 H-benzimidazole 4- 
carboxylic acid amide; 

2-[A (1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 t e tram e thyl 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrro l 3 yl m e thoxy) 
ph e ny l ] 1H b e nz i midazo le 4 carboxylic ac i d -a m i d e radica l ; 

2 [4 (2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl m e thoxy) phenyl] 
b e nz i m i dazol e 4 carboxyl i c acid amid e ; 

2 [3 m e thoxy 4 (1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 t e tramethy l 2,5 d i hydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl 

2 [3 m e thoxy A (2,2,5,5 tetram e thyl 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl mothoxy) 
ph e ny l ] - 1/-/ - bGnzimidazoi 8 4 carboxylic ac i d am i d e ; 

2 (5 oxy l 4 , 4 ,6,6 tetramethy l ^,6 d i hydro 5Hthiono[2,3 cjpyrrol 2 yl) 1H 
b e nzimidazo le ^ - carboxy l ic acid am i d e rad i ca l ; 

2 (4,^,6,6 t e tramethyl ^,6 dihydro 5Hth i eno[2 , 3 c]pyrro l 2 y l ) ^H 
b e nzimidazo l e 4 - oarboxy l io ac i d amid e ; 

2 (1 oxy l 2,2.5,5 t e tram e thyl 2,5 d i hydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl) benzimidazo le 

4 carboxyl i c acid i sopropy l am i d e rad i ca l ; 

2 (2,2,5,5 t e tram e thy l 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl) 1H benzimidazol e A 
carboxyl i c acid isopropylamid e ; 

1 (2,2,5,5 t e tram e thyl 2,5 dihydro pyrro l 3 y l m e thy l )1H b e nzimidazol o 
A carboxy l ic acid am ide r ad ical; 

1-{2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-1 ,2,3,6-tetrahydro-pyridin-4-yl)-1 W-benzimidazole 4- 
carboxylic acid amide; 

2 (1 oxyl 2,2,5,5 tetramethyl 2,5 dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 y l m e thylsulphany l ) 
1 H b e nzimidazol e 4 carboxy li c - ac i d-am i d e rad i ca l ; 
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2 (2,2,5,5 t e trann e thy l- 2,5 - dihydro 1H pyrrol 3 yl m o thy] su l phanyi) 1H 
b e nzimidazo le A carboxy l ic ac i d amide; 

2-(1-oxyi-2,2,6,6-tetramethy1-1.2,3,64etralivdro-^fFvdi npvridin -4-yl- 
metliy[sulphanyl)-1 H-benzimidazole 4-carboxy!ic acid amide; and 

2-(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-1,2,3,6-tetrahydro-pyridin-4-yl-methylsu!phanyl)-1H- 
benzimidazole 4-carboxylic acid amide. 

22. (Previously Presented) The pharmaceutical composition according to claim 
19, wherein the salt is formed with inorganic or organic acids. 

23. (Previously Presented) The pharmaceutical composition according to claim 
19, wherein said salt is an oxalate, a hydrochloride, a hydrobromide, a sulphate, 
a phosphate, a phosphite, a borate, a lactate, an ascorbate, an acetate, a 
fumarate, a fomniate, a tosylate, a tartarate, a maleate, a citrate, a gluconate, or a 
besylate. 

24. (Previously Presented) The pharmaceutical composition according to claim 
19, wherein the disease is selected from the group consisting of 
ischemla/reperfusion, inflammation, potentiation of cancer therapies, and 
combinations thereof. 

25. (Previously Presented) The pharmaceutical composition according to claim 
19, wherein said composition is formulated for a route of administration selected 
from the group consisting of oral, transdermal, parenteral, intramuscular, and 
intravenous. 

26. (Previously Presented) The pharmaceutical composition according to claim 
19, wherein said composition is formulated as a tablet, injection, solution, 
suppository, patch, or suspension. 
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27. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A method for the preparation of a compound of 
the formula 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable or technically applicable salt thereof, wherein 
represents hydrogen, C(i^) alkyi, or C(i_4) alkoxy; 
represents hydrogen, C(i^) alkyI, carboxyl, C(i^) alkoxycarbonyl, 
carboxamido, aryl, or hetero-aryl; 

R^ represents hydrogen, C{iwi) alkyi, aryl-methylene, or aryl; 

is a valency bond, a straight or branched C(m) alkene, or a carbonyl- 
amino- C(i^) alkene; 

n represents zero or the integer 1 ; 

Q represents hydrogen, hydroxy!, or the oxygen radical (O ), or together 
with the N atom of the adjacent ring forms a +N=0 (oxoimmonium) group; 
Z represents a single or double bond; and 

wherein any or all alkene groups may be spaced by an arylene group, 
comprising: 




(D 



reacting a carboxamide of the formula 



O, 



1 




mm. 



NH2 
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wherein has the meaning stated above, with a heterocyclic derivative of 
the formula 



or 




m 

wherein R^, Y\ Z, and n have the meanings stated above. 

28. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 27, wherein said salt is an oxalate, a 

hydrochloride, a hydrobromide, a sulphate, a phosphate, a phosphite, a borate, a 
lactate, an ascorbate, an acetate, a ftjmarate, a formiate, a tosylate, a tartarate, a 
maleate, a citrate, a gluconate, or a besylate. 

29-32. (Canceled) 

33. (WIthdrawn-Currentiy Amended) A method for treating a disease that is based 
on PARP activation and/or are caused by Reactive Oxidative Species (ROS) and 
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Reactive Nitrogen Species (RNS), comprising administering an effective dose of 
at least one compound of the formula 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable or technically applicable salt thereof, wherein 
represents hydrogen, C(i^) all<yl, or C(i^) alkoxy; 

R^ represents hydrogen, C(i^) alkyi, carboxyl, C(i^) alkoxycarbonyl, 
carboxamido, aryl, or hetero-aryl; 

R^ represents hydrogen, C{i-4) alkyI, aryl-methylene, or aryl; 

Y is a valency bond, a straight or branched chain C(i^) alkene, a carbonyl- 
amino- C(i^) alkene, or a -S-(CH2)m- group; 

n represents z e ro or the integer 1 ; 

m represents the integer 1 , 2, or 3; 

Q represents hydrogen, hydroxyl, or the oxygen radical (O ), or together 
with the N atom of the adjacent ring fornns a +N=0 (oxoimmonium) group; 
Z represents a single or double bond; and 

wherein any or all alkene groups may be spaced by an arylene group, 
in the form of a dosage form comprising said effective dose. 

34. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 33, wherein the disease is selected 
from the group consisting of ischemia/reperfusion, inflammation, unfavorable 
reaction in the course of radiotherapy or chemotherapy, and combinations 
thereof. 




0) 
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35. (New) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 19, wherein the disease Is 

selected from the group consisting of coronary disease, ischemia, inflammation, 
unfavorable reaction in the course of radiotherapy or chemotherapy, and 
combinations thereof. 
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